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DINING-ROOM CEILING DECORATED BY THE 
HARDIN PROCESS. 



ECORATING interior surfaces by means 
of plastic relief applied by stencils, 
which was introduced a few years 
back by Mr. J. H. Harding, of this 
city, who is patentee of the process, 
has attracted considerable attention 
on the part of decorators. The beauty 
of this method of decoration is more 
than equaled by the ready manner by 
which it is applied. Any ordinary 
painter, under suitable instructions, 
can decorate the walls and ceiling of an apartment without 
having any special knowledge of ornament, for the stencils with 
which he is supplied determine beforehand the nature and 
quality of the ornament that he is to apply to the surface he 
decorates. 

Mr. Harding has lately decorated the dining-room ceiling in 
the residence of Mr. John DeGraff, of No. 2153 Fifth avenue, 
New York city. Mr. DeGraff is a member of the well-known 




applying this relief is to lay the stencil upon the ceiling and 
paint the composition thereon in the same manner as ordinary 
paint, only, of course, the material is of much thicker consist- 
ency. The composition grows hard immediately, and the sten- 
cil may be removed without in any way injuring the sharpness 
of the outline of the ornament. When quite dry and hard it 
is found to be so firmly fixed to the woodwork as to resist the 
blows of a hammer, and is, therefore, one of the most durable 
methods of applying ornament. These star-shaped stencils fill 
the inner border of the panel, the outer and wider border being 
filled with freely flowing scrolls in Harding relief, while each 
square corner decoration is filled with a radiation of broader 
scrolls, all in the Renaissance style, and colored a deep brown. 
The central panel is decorated with a stencil in relief in the 
form of a rose spray, of a dull cream color, which is a self-tone 
of the oak itself. The three ceiling panels in the recess have a 
relief border in a reddish tint, with cream rose sprays in relief 
in the center of the panels. This form of decoration, with re- 
gard to the style of the ornament, coloring and relief work is 
an eminently refined and appropriate process for interior decor- 
ation. The lowness of the relief work harmonizes with the size 
of the apartment itself, for in very large apartments Mr. Hard- 
ing can give a relief of over an inch in depth, if necessary. A 
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firm of DeGraff & Taylor, furniture manufacturers, and is a 
gentleman well qualified to know a good thing when he sees it. 
The dining-room in question has floor, trimmings and ceiling in 
light polished oak. The furniture is also in quartered oak. 
The ceiling is paneled by means of mouldings, which outline a 
large central panel, surrounded by a wide border, and a recess on 
the side of the dining-room opposite the fireplace, which is 
filled by the sideboard, has the ceiling divided into three pan- 
els. The walls of the apartment are finished in olive cartridge 
paper, and the frieze is decorated in olives, buffs, browns and 
so on. The cove is of a deeper olive than the walls, and thus 
we have an entirely harmonious interior, as regards woodwork 
and walls, prepared for the decorator. 

The border of the ceiling panel is filled with star shaped 
paterie in stenciled relief of a deep brown color. The method of 



mistake too often made by decorators is to have ornaments in 
very heavy relief in very small apartments, which is incongruous 
and undesirable. The present ornament more partakes of the 
character of applique embroidery, and is no more obtrusive to 
the eye than are the embroidered fleur de lis in gold tinsel on 
the dark olive plush lambrequin on the mantelpiece of the 
apartment. The mantel itself is of quartered oak, with beveled 
rectangular mirror, and there is also a china closet in quartered 
oak, the chairs being of the same material, upholstered in blue 
and brown figured tapestry. The dining-table cover is of jute, 
in olives, greens, reds, buffs and browns. 



Hourly trains to the North and West by New York Cen- 
tral. See time table. 
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